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Fr. Mannion, Hon. Cuite Will Speak 
At Sunday’s Communion Breakfast 

The Rev. Thomas Concagh, C.M., Prep Spiritual Director, will offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
at St. Charles Boromeo Church, Brooklyn, for the St. John's Prep Father-Son Communion Breakfast, 
October 26th. A breakfast in the St. George Hotel's famed Grand Ballroom will follow the 9 A.M. Mass. 

- Following the repast, the Master of Ceremonies, Fr. Concagh, 

will present the highlighted speakers to the audience. These will 
include the Rev. Edward Mannion, C.M., Moderator of Athletics at 
St. John’s University, and the Honorable James Cuite, President of 
Catholic War Veterans and a state senator. 

Fr. Concagh expects that this year’s 


ENTRANCE EXAM 
DATES 

The College Entrance Examinations 
will be given to students intending to 
go to college on the following dates: 
12/6/58 Morning and Afternoon 
1/10/59 Morning only 
2/14/59 Morning only 
3/14/59 Morning and Afternoon 
5/16/59 Morning and Afternoon 
8/12/59 Morning and Afternoon 

Applications must be filed six weeks 
prior to the test date. Forms and im¬ 
portant information are available in 
Mr. Gardiner’s office. 

Morning tests are general exams re¬ 
quired by most colleges; afternoon tests 
are technical achievement tests, required 
by colleges for engineering and science 


In Brief 

The Red Owl wishes to congratulate 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clayton on the re¬ 
cent birth of their daughter. 


The Red Owl, on behalf of the entire 
student body and the faculty, wishes to 
offer its sincerest condolences to the 
Vincentian Fathers on the loss of one of 
their members, Fr. Keegan, who was at¬ 
tached to the Novena Band. He died at 
supper, Tuesday, October 7. 


The Red Owl, on behalf of the student 
body, and faculty, wishes to offer its 
sincerest condolences to Mr. Eugene 
Diver, Prep instructor, on his father’s 
death. 


Fr. Thomas, Bob Monaghan, Bill Johnson, Jack Scheich, Fr. Regan 
discuss Campaign. 

YearbookSeeks$8000InAds 
Students Vie For Portable TV 

The Revs. John Regan, C.M., and William Thomas, C.M., co-moder¬ 
ators of the yearbook staff, have announced an $8,000 goal for the 1959 
Prep Shadows Ad Campaign. The actual campaign, which begins this 
afternoon, will include 3 weekends and 2 holidays for Prep salesmanship. 

---The yearbook moderators have also 

made some changes in the prizes. The 
English class which returns the most ads 
will receive the usual half day off with 
a trip to New York City and a movie and 
lunch. Fr. Regan mentioned the possi¬ 
bility of a very special prize but is with¬ 
holding the announcement until it is 
definite. 

Individual prizes will include a port¬ 
able TV set, athletic equipment and 
school jackets. These will be raffled off 
at the Thanksgiving Assembly. Students 
will receive one ticket per $10 of ads 
they return. These are placed in a drum, 
and one ticket drawn per prize. Thus 
all students have an equal chance per 
ticket of winning the prizes. In addi¬ 
tion to these prizes, each student earns 
a 10% commission for his ads. 

The Prep Shadows has now reached 
college size proportions, necessitating an 
increase in the advertising rates, which 
will be fully explained by Fr. Regan. 


Seniors Compete For 
Regents Scholarships 

Seniors throughout New York State 
competed in an examination for Regents 
College Scholarships, Wednesday and 
Thursday, October 15th and 16th. 
Eighty-two seniors from the Prep took 
the general examination the first day. 
This test, which began at 9:00 A.M. and 
concluded at 4:30 P.M. consisted of 
technical English, composition, mathe¬ 
matics, art, music and science. 

The following day, thirty-six of this 
group returned for a four hour compe¬ 
tition for Regents Science and Engineer¬ 
ing Scholarships. This exam included 
advanced algebra, trigonometry, and 
chemistry comprehension. 

The results of the contest will be 
made known early next year. 


Communion Breakfast will surpass the 
success of last year’s event. Each Prep- 
ster should make every possible effort 
to attend this important occasion with 
his father and show his devotion to God 
and St. John’s. 

The tickets for the breakfast may still 
be purchased in school for $3.00 each. 
Fr. Concagh has also notified the parents 
by mail of the spiritual events. 

Following the breakfast, buses will 
leave with the Prepsters and their fathers 
for Randall’s Island for the football game 
with Xavier. 

McGrath Cops Trials, 
Appears In England 

Senior Joseph McGrath emerged as top 
man in the recent nationwide “Frankie 
Vaughan Talent Contest.’’ As a member 
of the Boys Club of America, Joe com¬ 
peted with more than 500 contestants 
from the 48 states. He won for his great 
ability as a tenor and speaker. 

As a result of his victory, Joe flew to 
England via BOAC, October 18, to per¬ 
form for two weeks in London and neigh¬ 
boring suburbs. Frankie Vaughan, Eng¬ 
land’s “Pat Boone,” will manage Joe 
during his sojourn. 

Appears on TV 

When he returns about November 1, 
McGrath will make guest television ap¬ 
pearances on “Name That Tune” and 
other network shows. Before his depar¬ 
ture, Joe appeared on the “Dick Clark 
Show.” 

Much of his singing success Joe owes 
to Mr. Timothy Dobbins’ training. As a 
member of the Glee Club, McGrath was 
a soloist. Also of great assistance in the 
contest was McGrath’s Speech Club ex¬ 
perience, which also resulted in his win¬ 
ning many outstanding oratorical events. 


Mr. Gribbin, Fr. McCaffery, and Mr. McNamara prepare for forthcoming banquet. 

St. John’s Alumni Association 
SchedulesBanquetAtTowers 

The thirteenth annual Reunion Banquet of the St. John’s Prep Alumni 
Association is scheduled for Wednesday evening, November 26. This 
year the banquet will be held in the grand ballroom of the Hotel Towers, 
instead of the Hotel St. George as in past years. 

The Hon. Edwin Dooley ’22, a former - 


All-American Quarterback at Dartmouth, 
will be the guest speaker. Hon Dooley 
is an ex-sportscaster and at one time had 
his own sports program on a major New 
York radio network. 

Arrangements for the banquet are 
being handled by the moderator, the 
Rev. Joseph P. McCaffrey, C.M., Mr. 
George McNamara, financial secretary, 
and Mr. Arthur Gribbin, correspondent 
secretary. The first invitations have been 
mailed out to Prep’s 7500 alumni this 
past week. 

This is the first time that the annual 
banquet will be held on the eve of 
Thanksgiving Day. The planners felt that 
in the past many alumni were dis¬ 
couraged from attending the banquet 
because of work the following morning. 

Fr. McCaffrey expressed hope that 
with this new date, there will be a 
record attendance at this year’s banquet. 


'Panettte' 0 ?<vucHt 

The first parents’ forum of the present 
scholastic year for the sophomore, junior 
and senior classes as well as freshmen 
will be held Wednesday evening, October 
29, from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. in the 
Lewis Avenue Building. 

At this meeting, a speaker has been 
omitted in favor of allowing additional 
time for parent-teacher interviews. In 
these interviews, the parents have an op¬ 
portunity to learn the real difficulties 
confronting both the teacher and student. 
The parents may also gain an insight into 
the achievements or shortcomings of their 
sons in different subjects. 

Refreshments will be served to the 
parents attending the forum in the school 
cafeteria during and immediately follow¬ 
ing the interviews. 


Requiescat In Pace 

A solemn student body assisted at Mass and offered Holy 
Communion for the soul of Pope Pius XII, Friday, October 10. The 
Supreme Pontiff had died in a coma from the effects of a combination 
of sudden ailments, Wednesday, October 8. 

The “Pope of Peace,” Eugenio Pacelli, 


isi 


was born March 2, 1876. Soon after 
his ordination in 1899, he became a 
Monsignor. Elevated to Cardinal in 1929, 
he became Secretary of State at the 
Vatican and was elected Pope on his 
sixty-third birthday, March 2, 1939. 

During his reign as Pope, Pius XII 
strove for peace in a war-ravaged world. 

Loved by men of all faiths and nations, 
the Holy Father was deeply mourned by 
all on his death. The world lost a true 
peace fighter in the passing of the Pope. 

The members of the Red Owl, at this time, express their deep sorrow at 
his death and offer their prayers in conjunction with the prayers of the entire world 
for his departed soul. 


Red Owl Journalism Course 
Prepares Freshman Writers 

The Journalism Course inaugurated last year will again commence 
classes at 3:00 P.M. in Room 402 of the Lewis Avenue building, Tuesday, 
October 28th. After realizing the noteworthy results of last year’s classes, 
Mr. Robert Fountaine, Red Owl Faculty Adviser, will once more preside 

at the meetings. 

Students enrolling for the extra-cur¬ 
ricular course will be instructed in the 
finer points of modern journalistic writing 
and editing. 

The group will discuss such topics 
as types of print, column and page 
arrangements, and article composition. 

Enrollers will also learn the proper 
method of conducting an interview, a 
subject which is a must for the reporter 
and a great aid in daily life. 

On another topic, Mr. Fountaine will 
explain to the students how to logically 
arrange thoughts and words in order to 
please the reader, a primary considera¬ 
tion in any form of writing. Needless to 
say, this will also benefit those students 
who do poorly in English composition 
and vocabulary usage. 

The course will consummate in the 
Winter with lectures by the editorial 
staff of the Red Owl. The editors will 
give the students the benefit of their 
long experience as writers and editors. 


% 


Pius XII as drawn by Mr. Louis Gehring. 
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Sounding Board 


Disciples of Today 

by Vic Agusta 

Last Sunday, October 19th, was Mission Sunday throughout the world. On this 
day missionary orders sent priests to various parishes to appeal to Catholics for sup¬ 
port of the missions through prayer and contributions. 

When Christ said, “Going therefore, teach all nations,” He was not speaking 
only to a chosen few, but also to all Catholics. The missionaries are like the soldiers 
of the front line of battle. They may do the actual fighting, but they could not con¬ 
tinue the conflict without the support and the reserves and supplies from the rear line. 
We are in that rear line, giving reserves in the form of missionary vocations. Although 
we ourselves may not have a calling, we should pray that someone who does will find 
strength and courage to pursue this end. We can all help by rendering financial aid. 

People all over the world are able to give these supports through the “Society For 
the Propagation of the Faith.” The organization takes collections for the missions and 
distributes these donations throughout the missionary fields of the world. It also 
offers Masses and other special works for the success of the missions. The Vincentian 
Fathers, who teach at the Prep, are members of the Congregation of Missions, a mis¬ 
sionary order. The Eastern Province of the order, to which they belong, has missions 
in Panama, Lebanon, southern United States, and prior to their expulsion, had missions 
in China. Many of the Priests here have done work in the mission fields and readily tell 

of the great need for more missionaries and finan-- 

cial aid for the support of the existing missions. 

Last year, St. John’s Prep started the Crusade 
Society, whose main purpose is to help the missions. 

The members of the society offer Mass and Corn- 
union weekly for the further success of the missions. 

They also do such spiritual works as saying the 
rosary, making frequent visits and so on. In addi¬ 
tion, they collect as much contributions as possible 
for the Propagation of the Faith, the Indian and 
Negro Missions, or to a particular priest who is in 
dire need. The source of the funds is threefold: 
collecting cancelled stamps, selling reiglious articles, 
and, principally, from the Crusade collection that is 
taken each week in homeroom class. 

This collection to which so few contribute gener¬ 
ously, is one of the main sources of the funds for 
the missions. Certainly one will not break himself 
if he contributes ten cents or more a week to the 
collection. This is the only way in which Christ’s 
words will be able to reach the heathens of foreign 
lands. This is perhaps the least sacrifice one can 
make and it brings the greatest reward one could 
wish: God’s Heavenly Blessing. 


Across The Desk 

Perfecting 

The Prepster 

by George Gardiner, Guidance Director 

God made me to know, love and serve Him, and thus to be happy here in high school 
as well as hereafter in heaven. This simple statement from the child’s first catechism, 
which you memorized years ago, is probably the most concise and all-inclusive definition 
of the purpose of living; and logically, therefore, the supreme aim of education. 

To rephrase the St. John’s slogan of “Education for Living”: “The guiding ideal of 
the St. John’s system of education is to produce Catholic gentlemen and leaders, intellec¬ 
tually capable of solving life’s problems and morally courageous in their convictions.” 

Education, like life itself, is a continual evolution, a ceaseless attempt at self- 
improvement for the sake of those being educated. St. John’s, while steadfastly cherishing 
the time-tested traditional values, is ever alert to the needs of the present and the future. 
Today, educators are unanimously proclaiming the necessity of organized school guidance 
programs as the modern technique for ensuring maximum educational efficiency. 

Where did this idea of “guidance” come from? ----—- 

Guidance came into the schools, bit by bit. Origin¬ 
ally, the sole function of this extra-curricular service 
was occupational — to help place the school’s 
graduates and, especially; its drop-outs into suitable 
jobs. 

But placement developed as an art and a science. 

To place the student, the counselor had to familiar¬ 
ize himself with the local employment picture; this, 
in turn, led to a long-range study of the needs of 
industry and the professions. The next step was 
the beginning of guidance as we recognize it today; 
not primarily a study of jobs, nor even a study of 
job-seekers. 

Group guidance is meant to become a unifying 
force to weld the various curricula and services of 
the Prep into an instrument of perfecting prepsters. 

Perhaps, in future issues, we can point out, less 
theoretically, the scope and hope of our guidance 
program. 

Meantime, remember: the Prep is not trying to 
“sell” you on our program; but, we do hope that 
you will make an attempt to recognize its values to 
you individually. 


'Cttun 



by Artie 

Bill Hayden is one of the many Prep students 
that hail from Queen of Heaven parish in Flat- 
bush. Bill has become well known among his fellow 
students for his personality, 
athletic powers and school spirit. 

At the present time Bill is 
serving the Prep by acting as 
captain on the football team. 
Mr. Hess appointed him to this 
post because of his ability on 
the gridiron as a guard. 

Perhaps, playing football is 
Bill’s greatest asset to St. 
John’s, but he does not limit 
Bill Hayden himself to just this. Last year, 
Bill exhibited his athletic skill by playing baseball 
with the Prep team and, also, was a contributing 
factor in the Prep production of “The Caine Mutiny 
Court Martial.’’ 



Griffin 

Joe Lang comes to the Prep from Our Lady Help 
of Christians in Flatbush. This contribution was, 
indeed a great one, for no one has been more a part 
of St. John’s Prep than Joe. 

Since Februray of 1956, Joe 
has become known by both the 
faculty and student body for 
his great participation in school 
activities and his school spirit. 
Among his extra-curricular ac¬ 
tivities rank the Student Council 
for four years, Track, Cafeteria 
Squad, J.V. basketball and J.V. 
baseball. Surely no one could 
ask more of a student. Joe also is always found at 
any Prep activity whether it be a football game, 
dance or, actually, any Prep function that might 
present itself. Joe is also an honor student. 
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by Chief Kive, 

HI GANG! ! We’ve succeeded in getting away 
with libel once again, so here we are: 

First we present “Halloween Ode”(?) 

By the sight of goblins in the air, 

Shriking and flying from Lucifer’s lair, 

All sane Prepsters know it’s the season 
When no one, it seems, is able to reason. 

Yes, it’s time again for Halloween, 

When all good Frosh turn pale green. 

The Seniors exclaim, “We’ll protect ’em. 

After they’re captured, we’ll dissect ’em!” 

But fear not, O Humble Frosh, take your bath, 
You may escape the Seniors’ wrath. 

IS IT TRUE . . . 

that Justin Peters got a job stomping out forest 
fires with his feet? (Size 13^) 
that Mario Fischera wrote a book entitled “How 
To Look Your Best?” 

TOP TEN TV PROGRAMS 


Any Frosh’s Buddy 
Sal Alaimo 
Mr. Mahoney 
Father Kramer 
Guidance Program 


1. Perry Mason 

2. Life of Reilly 

3. Bret Maverick 

4. I’ve Got A Secret 

5. State Trooper 


Father Regan 
2B Spanish 
Father Green 
Joe Canava 
Mr. Burnett 


‘Bugs’’, and Jack 

6. Bugs Bunny 

7. The Thin Man 

8. Mr. Wizard 

9. Mr. District Attorney 
10. O.S.S. 

OVERHEARD 

Mr. McCaffrey: It gives me great pleasure to put 
an 85 on your paper. 

Chet Wright: Why not make it a hundred and 
give yourself a real thrill! 

NEWS NOTES 

The casualty list mounts as the weird smells 
from the Chem lab continue to overwhelm second- 
floor students. Everyone in the Prep must con¬ 
tribute to Buy Chief Kive a new pair of moccasins. 
The pair he has now comes when he whistles. 

Lots o’ luck to Tom Riley, a Senior (5th Period 
lunch). 

In conclusion we like to recommend an armored 
suit to all students who live in the Park Slop area. 
George Lewis is on the warpath against all pedes¬ 
trians since he obtained a driver’s license over the 
summer. 

Chop Chop! !!! 


by James Braton 

The old man sat in his study, puffing medi¬ 
tatively on his pipe. The heat from the fire on the 
hearth seemed to provide the walnut-paneled room 
with a warm and drowsy atmosphere. Absent-mind¬ 
edly, the old man thought back over his long and 
eventful life. 

He remembered the day, many years ago, when 
he received the telegram notifying him of his ap¬ 
pointment as a Cadet in the United States Military 
Academy. He thought of his first uncertain year at 
the “Point” as a Plebe, and of the ensuing three 
years. Finally, the long-awaited graduation day had 
arrived and he recalled the way he had begun his 
Army career. 

He remembered the long lines of men cursing, 
splashing in the trenches, and the great masses of 
men pouring across “no-mans land”, and the scream 
of falling shells and the whine of the machine-gun 
bullets. He remembered the great pile of dead and 
the drawn, gaunt faces of the wounded. 

He thought of the long years between the wars, 
his marriage, the tours of duty in Panama and the 
Philippines, the birth of his son. 

He remembered the shock at the news of Pearl 
Harbor, the feverish activity as his division was 
readied for action and the long week on the pitching, 
foul-smelling transport. 

He remembered the heat and dust of North 
Africa, as the roaring tanks smashed through the 
Hassarine pass and, with raw “guts” and spitting 
steel, battered the enemy again and again. He re¬ 
membered the hot sunny days and the cold rainy 
days, and always, the hellish omnipresence of the 
enemy and death as the screaming tanks thundered 
across France into the enemy’s homeland. He re¬ 
membered waiting for the Soviets and the disgust 
of the general at the obvious blunder which favored 
the Communists. He remembered the telegram, 
“We regret to inform you . . .”, and he thought of 
how he had loved his son. 

The room was becoming chilly as the fire burned 
low. The sound of the rain beating on the shutters 
aroused the old man from his memories. His mind 
still burned, still was tempest tossed; he had to 
know why, . . . why was there war? His fingers 
found the old, well-warn Rosary, and he dropped to 
his knees to once more try to find in his mind the 
reason why, . . . why, . . . why. 

rflt T><uf 

In these United States, we set a day aside to 
honor our many heroes who have given their lives 
bravely in war. This day is, of course, May 30, 
Memorial Day. 

If America gives honor and glory to these men 
for their worldly martyrdom, how much more fitting 
it is for us Catholics to dedicate Nov. 1 in com¬ 
memoration of the heroes of our faith. 

These saints, to whom we pay tribute on All 
Saints Day, are given the most fitting sign of our 
devotion by our assistance at Mass. Since going to 
Mass on this day is mandatory, we should do more 
than simply be present at the Holy Sacrifice. 

In this hour we should pray fervently to the 
saints to intercede with God for us in asking that 
we may someday join them in their heavenly abode. 
We may do this without any fear of refusal, for the 
Church teaches that if we cooperate with the Grace 
of God we also may rise to the level of heroic 
sanctity. 
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Little Papooses Prepare For 
First Game Against Terriers 

by John O'Connor 

The J.V. football team, though handicapped as always by some 
of its previous members moving up to the varsity, may be able to im¬ 
prove its record of last year. Mr. Walter Brady, succeeding Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Smyth as coach, has the team scrimmaging daily in preparation 
for the game against the powerful St. Francis Terriers at Red Hook 
Stadium, October 18 th. 

The six members of last year’s team 
now playing varsity are; Phil Boudjouk, 

Gene McElroy, Cliff Steward, Ron Blasius, 

Joe Kelly and Hank McArdle. 

Because of the fact that there are only 
five returnees from last year’s team, 
namely, Joe Cannava, Eddie Ireland, Ed 
Campbell, Bob Gualtiere and Jim Fan¬ 
ning, Mr. Brady is trying the players at 
different positions to see where they are 
best suited. 

There are also some rookie sophomores 
on the team. They are Roily Waltjen, 

Mike Minchello, Hank Wendell, Phil Riz- 
zuto, Louis Gonzales and John Rullo. The 
majority of the team however is composed 
of freshmen. 

These players should provide fine ma¬ 
terial for future Redmen teams because 
most of them will acquire enough experi¬ 
ence this year and next to enable them 
to play varsity. These promising Johnnies 
are Mike Depalo, Don Kehoe, John Lupi, 

George Milhaven, Bill Reckerdres, Wil¬ 
liam Fator, John Brady, Tony Silecchia, 
brother of the varsity player, and Ed 
Lucy, all presently playing the backfield, 
with Harry Swietzer, Don Christi and Jim 
Dooely playing the line. 

The team has only four games so far, 
but Mr. Brady is still trying to fill the 
open dates in the schedule. Redmen 
football teams, as most of you know are 
not entered in C.H.S.A.A. competition 
and this sometimes presents difficulties 
in scheduling games. 


Lang Runs Fifth In 
Van Cortlandt Meet 

In a cross-country track meet which 
took place on October 11th, the Redmen 
harriers were amply represented by the 
efforts of Joe Lang who placed fifth in 
his competition. Lang, who ran against 
approximately five hundred opponents, 
finished fifth with a 13 minutes, 47 
seconds time for the two and a half mile 
race. Lang’s time was the seventh best 
of the thousand who ran the race in 
two different heats. Joe Buchta of 
Brooklyn Prep ran the best overall time, 
13 minutes, 26 seconds. 



McElroy breaks into open at Seton Hall. 


Brown throws block for Orlando. 


-Sport in Short- 

The Rev. John Hummel, C.M., has 
been appointed moderator of the bowl¬ 
ing team for the coming season. 

The freshman swimming team, which 
is just starting its season, has elected 
Gene Volini as captain. 



Redmen Triumph Over Pirates, 19-7 
Vanquish Favored Hayes Team, 18-8 

After dominating the public schools’ best teams in scrimmages, the Prep gridiron eleven emerged 
victorious in its two initial encounters against its Catholic school rivals. The first contest, October 5th, 
resulted in a 19-7 victory over Seton Hall, Patchogue; the second, in an 18-8 triumph over Cardinal Hayes. 

The Seton Hall Pirates utilized the entire first quarter to score the 
first touchdown of the day at their home field in East Patchogue. After 
marching 62 yds. to the Injuns’ 2 yd. line, the Pirates sent quarterback 
Tommy Martin through the center to score. The point after was kicked 


Roy Valcich blocks shot by Kenny Leder. 


Fr. Finn Starts Intramurals 
4A 1 Scores Triumph Over 4A 4 

To get the prepsters into the swing of sports, the first Intramural games began 
in the Prep Gym, Thursday, October 2nd. 


to place them ahead 7-0. 

Gene McElroy scored St. John’s first 
six points, after catching a pass from Jim 
Ring and running 37 yards. Vinnie 
Acurso missed the point. Another thrill¬ 
ing run, this time by Frank Orlando in 
the third quarter, gave the Johnnies a 
12-7 lead. The point after was again 
unsuccessful. Bill Brown later pulled a 
quarter back sneak and crossed the goal 
line. Orlando ran over for the con¬ 
version. 

At the Cardinal Hayes game, played at 
Randall’s Island Downing Stadium, the 
opposers managed to make their eight 
points in the first quarter, coming right 
back after Frank Orlando had managed 
to score a Johnnies’ six within the first 
five minutes of play. At the half, the 
Prep eleven trailed 8-6. 

Gene McElroy scored the escond TD 
on a 42 yard run. Orlando was again 
successful and advanced the score to 
18-8. All conversions by St. John’s were 
unsuccessful. 


Frosh Finmen Ready 
For Upcoming Meets 

As the Freshman swimming season 
commences, we find Mr. Frank Waters 
coaching one of his better teams. The 
swimming coach said, “This is the result 
of greater depth and ability.” He went 
on to say that there are more swimmers 
in more events than in previous years 
and that the team is more reliable than 
in previous years. 

In a practice meet, the finmen gave 
a poor showing, but Mr. Waters expects 
them to do better in the coming season. 
The finmen backed by such men as: 
Voline, Ciregliano, Coffey, Farley, 
Browne, Cushing, McCarthy, Connolly, 
Ciemeen, and McShea, should have no 
trouble in facing their league opponents. 



How, now Injuns! After a successful struggle with the Pirates of Seton Hall, 
the Redmen eleven appears eager to meet all comers. So, complying with the 
Redmen’s demands, I hopped on the train (my Chiefmobile was still in repair after 
Patchogue) to visit the subway Cadets of Xavier. Having failed to win a game last 
year, the cadets are looking forward to one victory in this year’s games. At this 
writing, they have already accomplished this goal by defeating Don Bosco High of 
New Jersey. 

Operating on a T formation, the Cadets rely on a combination of speed, passing 
and solid blocking to break loose a string of backs for the much needed touchdowns. 
It was a definite lack of such activity which resulted in last year’s dismal record. 
Although they have improved over last year’s squad, my prediction is that the Cadets’ 
cutlasses are not as sharp as the fluty Injun arrows. 

Next on the Johnny schedule are the Presidents of John Adams. This is their 
first year under coach Harry Ostro and the Presidents seem anxious to keep his 
record of never having a losing season intact. Led by 6' 2", 190 lbs. Walter Sofsian 
at quarterback, the Presidents opened their season by defeating Curtis 8-0. An end 
last year, big Walt ran the club like a seasoned pro in his first attempt in the 
backfield. A big assist to the Adamites this year is a fast, rugged line, led by Don 
Vecchione at tackle. In previous years the Redmen have had little resistance to 
their ground and air attack. However, this year may be different if Coach Ostro can 
raise the spirit of his team from the depths of defeat. Although the Presidents seem 
somewhat improved over last year’s squad, they should be assassinated by the fast 
and tricky Injuns. 

Injun Notes: Tonto was greatly pleased by the huge turnout of Prepsters and 
friends at the Seton Hall game. Those who attended were treated to a fine display of 
all around ability by the Redmen eleven. However, even though conditions were 
crowded, the cheering could have been considerably better. The age old adage, 
“children should be seen and not heard” does not apply here. 

For the first time in many seasons, the Adams game will not be played on 
election day, but on Saturday, Nov. 8th. 

That’s all for now, Injuns. Peace! 


The first of the games of competition 
between the classes matched 4A 1 against 
4A 4 , in which 4A 1 emerged victor over 
4A 4 by a score of 28 to 11. Following 
the first game at about four o’clock, 4A 6 
overthrew 4A 5 on the hardwood by a 
score of 36 to 14. The results of these 
games and all the rest of the games are 
posted in the Prep corridor in front of 
the library. 



Seniors go up for rebound. 


The Rev. William Finn, C.M., who 
has taken the place of Mr. Raymond 
Mahoney as the moderator of this year’s 
intramural games, hopes to have four 
days of intramurals during the week, if 
he can plan his schedule in this manner. 
He also hopes to start the games in full 
swing this week. If this is so, it won’t 
be long before the juniors, sophs, and 
frosh will have a chance to spin on the 
basketball courts. If the games cannot 
be scheduled for Lewis Ave. Gym, 
they will be shifted to the DeGray Gym. 


Coach Views! 

Offensive Football 

__ by Herb Hess ___ 

As we mentioned in the last edition of the “Red Owl”, there are two sides to 
every contest, viz., Offense and Defense. We entered into brief resume of the 
importance of defense in the game of football. Today, we will endeavor to discuss 
the other phase, Offense. 

This, perhaps, is the more important of these two factors. You must outscore 
your opponent in order to finish in the winning column. Even with a great defensive 
pattern, a team must be able to out-maneuver the other in the scoring department 
or the contest will end in a stalemate — i.e., a scoreless tie. The all-winning team 
usually possesses a squad quite expert in both offense and defense. Weakness in 
either may result in a mediocre campaign. 

Down thru the years there have been various types of offense quite popular 
throughout the nation. The single-wing, double-wing, short-punt, Notre Dame box, 
tandem, and the various forms of the ‘T’ — to name a few — have all been tried 
and proven in the football wars of the past generations. Yes, even the ‘modern’ T 
formation was used years ago, almost as a fore-runner of the back-field shifts — into 
the N. D. box, for instance. In fact, we used it here at the Prep in the 20’s with no 
concentration on passing, however. 

Various coaches have come up with apparently new systems, but after a careful 
analysis most of them prove to be ‘take-offs’ of one of the older styles. For example, 
in the single wing attack, some had the wing-back inside the end while others 
stationed him outside the end. Then someone came along with a flanking wing 
further out than the regular man — either stationery or in motion. Now, at West 
Point, Coach Blaik is getting plenty of publicity on his ‘lone-some’ end variation. 
This, in all probabilty, is a take-off on the old Chicago Bear’s very wide end. The 
only difference could be that Army’s end does not enter into the huddle at all, 
whereas the Bear’s end returned for his signal after each play. A half back was also 
used to advantage in the same manner. Of course, coaches differ in their theories and 
ideas resulting in the many and varied usages of football techniques. 

However, in the over-all picture of offensive football — regardless of systems, 
the team must have speed, power and savvy in the person of runners, heavy and mobile 
linemen, a passer and a kicker. The absence of any one of these might greatly affect 
the team’s efficiency. 
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Civil Service Dept. 
Announces Contest 

In observance of the 75th anniversary 
of Civil Service in the City of New York, 
the Mayor, in cooperation with the New 
York City Dept, of Personnel and the 
New York City Civil Service Commission, 
has invited all students of the Prep, to 
participate in an essay contest. In order 
to keep the contest on a fair basis the 
essays are divided into four categories, 
Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and Senior. 

The topic of the essay is: “75 Years 
of Civil Service in the City of New York.” 
However, the students may write on any 
phase of the Civil Service System. The 
students will write their essay in the 
presence of a teacher without use of 
notes or any other reference material 
and the time limit is set at one hour. The 
awards are bonds of 200, 150 and 50 
dollar values. 

Any student who is interested in en¬ 
tering the contest should consult Mr. 
Gardiner for further details or any mem¬ 
ber of the Social Studies Department, 
which is sponsoring this contest in con¬ 
junction with the Guidance Department. 
The members of each department expect 
the prepsters to make a good showing in 
the essay contest. 



SpeechmenLoseTopSpeakers 
Prepsters Win First Contest 

The St. John’s Speech Club opened its current inter-scholastic speech 
season, Oct. 4, at St. Johns Prep. A great deal of apprehension over 
the Prep’s chances in this contest resulted from the fact that no longer 
could the club count on Bart Verdirame, John Greg or any of the other 
valuable men who graduated last June. St. John’s was sure of entering 
junior Terence Cooney, fourth place national champion in Oratory, 
as well as seniors John Fleming and Joe McGrath. 

The other three team places were filled 


L. to R., Williams, Prendergast, Hass, McVeigh, and Dumiak check issue. 

Haas Heads Journalist Staff 
McVeigh, Dumiak Edit News 

The graduation of three former Red Owl editors has brought about 
a change in the paper’s editoral staff. George Haas, previously 
News Editor, succeeds Dennis O’Connor as Editor-in-Chief. Joseph 
Prendergast steps into the spotlight as Feature Editor. He was former 
co-Sports Editor with Richard Williams, who now assumes the post of 

_ Sports Editor. 


Edward McVeigh and Michael 
Dumiak, both veteran writers for the 
paper, begin their careers as co-News 
Editors. 

The editors' duties include planning 
layouts, assigning and checking articles 
and preparing final proofs of the paper. 

The Rev. William Green, C.M., begins 
his second year as moderator, and Mr. 
Robert Fountaine, his third as Faculty 
Adviser. 


by James Reilly and Don Turso in Ora¬ 
tory, with John Harrington filling in the 
third extempore place. 

The members of the Catholic Forensic 
League began the day with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. From there the 
speakers left to their respective rooms for 
competition. 

After two rounds, the speakers re¬ 
cessed for lunch in the Prep cafeteria. 
At the end of the third round, it was 
found that four of the six speakers from 
the Prep had qualified for the final 
round: Cooney and Reilly in Oratory, 
and McGrath and Fleming in Extempore. 

In the final rounds the Prep did very 
well. Fleming and McGrath placed first 
and second respectively; while Reilly and 
Cooney finished second and finalist. 

Because of the fine performance of 
all Prep speakers, St. John's placed first 
with 81 points. 

The victory in this contest gives the 
club's moderators Rev. Danial Donovan, 
C.M., Mr. Robert Prior and Mr. Peter 
Caffery renewed faith in this year's 
chances. Even though the struggle is 
up hill, it is expected that these moder¬ 
ators' teams are ready for the National 

C. F.L. Tournament in Washington, 

D. C., as well as the National Forensic 
League's Tournament in Miami, Florida. 


Navy To Open NROTC 
Competitive Exams 

According to a recent announcement 
made by the Department of the Navy, 
applications for its thirteenth annual 
competitive examination are now avail¬ 
able. The purpose of the test is to aid 
the Navy in selecting men who will meet 
their standards for the NROTC training 
program. 

The mental examination is scheduled 
for Dec. 13, 1958. The Navy stated that 
the deadline for the reception of all ap¬ 
plications is Nov. 15, 1958. 

It was also stated that only male citi¬ 
zens, of the United States, between the 
ages of 17 and 21 are eligible. 

Those who attain a qualifying score on 
the test will take the Naval Midshipman’s 
Physical sometime during February. Out 
of the remaining candidates the Navy will 
select the top 1800. These men will re¬ 
ceive their Naval Training at any one of 
the 52 colleges, of their choice, sponsor¬ 
ing the Naval Reserve Officers Training 
course. The Navy Department pays all 
the expenses of the selected men. 

Any senior who is interested in this 
course may obtain an application as well 
as any other additional information from 
Mr. George Gardiner. 


Senior Represents St. John’s 
At New York Times TV Forum 

The “New York Times Youth Forum” presented a television debate 
on the topic, “Is Neutrality Possible in the World Today,” Sunday, 
October 5. At this forum, John Fleming, a senior at the Prep, discussed 
the question with four other students: three Americans, a girl from 
Sweden and a boy from India. The guest on the program Carlos Romulo, 
Ambassador to the United States from the Philippines, reported his 
views on the subject. Mrs. Dorothy Gordon, of the New York Times, 

- moderated the program. 

Since his freshman year John has 
offered his services to the Speech Club. 
During these four years he has con¬ 
tributed much to the success of the Club. 
Having taken part in many debates, he 
felt at home during this Forum. 

Interesting Experience 
When asked how he felt during the 
program, he replied, “Appearing on the 
forum, matching my views with those of 
other students and talking with Am¬ 
bassador Romulo was an interesting 
experience.'' 

During his speaking career at the 
Prep John has received help from: Mr. 
Robert Prior, Mr. Peter Caffery and 
Rev. Francis Prior, C.M. During his 
initial television appearance, John used 
no written notes. His views were formed 
from what he had read in the news¬ 
papers. 

Form Opinions 

John feels that as we go through 
school, we should, though we may not 
debate with others, try to form our own 
opinions on problems which concern the 
world in which we live. This interest 
will help make us better men and 
citizens of the United States. 

“I owe a great deal to Mr. George 
McNamara, Chairman of the History 
Department, for his invaluable assist¬ 
ance in preparation for my T.V. 
appearance,'' concluded John. 

Band Council Votes 
Galgano President 

The Rev. Daniel Kramer, C.M., an¬ 
nounced that the members of the band 
recently elected Mark Galgano to the 
position of band president. He succeeds 
Louis Monte, who graduated in June. In 
this position, he heads the band council 
which includes elected representatives 
for each band section. The councilmen: 
John Harrington, Saxophones and Horns; 
Joseph De Onifrio, Trumpets; John Mar- 
roni, Drums; and Anthony Vaccoia, 
Trombones; report to the president on the 
condition of their particular section. 

This term forty freshmen entered the 
Prep band. Of these forty future musi¬ 
cians, thirty-three presently attend be¬ 
ginners’ classes. The remaining seven 
will add their talents to the regular band 
either late this month or early next. 

At the present the band is heard at all 
football games and at the assemblies. In 
the future, they will play at the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and at the annual 
Band Concert. 


Earth Science Club 
Doubles Membership 

The Earth Science Club, under the 
guidance and moderation of Mr. James 
Goetz, has shown great improvement 
within the last semester. Its membership 
has doubled that of last year. 

This extra-curricular activity takes in¬ 
to consideration the many various phases 
of nature and its creatures. So far this 
term, Mr. Goetz, who has established 
a reputation as an authority on snakes, 
has covered a study of reptiles in the 
United States. In accordance with the 
purpose of the club, Mr. Goetz conducts 
various hikes and camping trips to dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country. 

Because of the outstanding member¬ 
ship, the club holds its meetings on con¬ 
secutive Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays of every second week. Films are 
shown at the meeting with the aspect 
on some forms of wild life. During the 
films, Mr. Goetz elaborates on the topic 
which gives added interest to the meet¬ 
ing. Often a live specimen is an added 
attraction. 




Terrance Cooney delivers rebuttal. 


The spirited members of the cheerleaders squad go through cheer. 

Cheer Leaders Inspire Spirit 
Boosters and Band Cooperate 

The prepsters, who are members of the cheer leaders squad, inspire 
the school spirit at all the major athletic events. These cheer leaders, 
under the moderation of the Rev. Thomas P. Gourty, C.M., play an im¬ 
portant part in stimulating the spectators to back the team at the sports 
events. —--- 

Several years ago, a number of stu¬ 
dents joined together to organize a club 
for this purpose because of the lack of 
spirit which prevailed at this time. The 
club has continued not for this purpose 
but because the enthusiasm which it cre¬ 
ated benefited the spirit of the Prep. John 
Mullen occupies the position of captain 
of the squad and the other members in¬ 
clude: Joe Lang, Jim Slattery, Joe Scully, 

Bill Schmith, Joe De Filippi, and Mike 
Mercurio. 

With the cooperation of the Boosters 
and Band, everything possible to rally 
school spirit is being done by the cheer 
leaders. Many posters and signs desig¬ 
nating the importance of spirit have 
been displayed throughout the school. 

Another, rallies, through the suggestion 
of the Boosters, have been conducted 
during the lunch periods by Mullen and 
his assistants, aided by the band. 

The members of the team of cheer 
leaders hold their meeting on the roof of 
the Prep every Friday. 


Clubs 2:60 


by John Devlin 


The Laboureans 


The Librarians 


Kneeling at the foot of the altar for 
Mass each morning, two prepster mem¬ 
bers of the Laboureans are seen. This 
society may be referred to as the most 
serious activity in the school, with the 
Rev. Thomas Concagh C.M., as moder¬ 
ator. The Laboureans also serve at the 
bi-weekly services of the Benediction of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament at each 
sodality. The care of the chapel and 
sacristy, as well as the laying out of the 
priest's vestments for the morning masses 
comes under their charge. Many of the 
members are trained by Fr. Concagh in 
their duties and Latin responses of the 
Mass. This group receives its name from 
St. Catherine Laboure, the Patron Saint 
of the school chapel. 


Every time a prepster pages through 
a magazine or borrows a book from the 
Prep Library, he has benifited from the 
efficient service of the Library Squad. It 
is the task of the Library Squad, under 
the direction of Mr. William Pine, to 
process the constant flow of library ma¬ 
terials, to keep an accurate circulation 
record, to assist students seeking informa¬ 
tion, and to aid in any number of ways 
in keeping the library functioning in an 
efficient manner. It may be a book on 
bugs or dogs but if the Library has it, 
the Prep Librarians know where it is 
and will help you find it. While their 
work may go unnoticed, it surely adds 
to our comfort and ease. 

























